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MOMENTARY FLARE UP
OR FIRST ROUND?
following anonymous text, translated by others, provides an excellent overview of the
Paris, October 31 2010 The
situation up to the date it was written. Even now, in the middle of November, the answer

to the title’s question isn’t clear. The numer of reported actions has declined enormously,
so we can confidently say that the ‘flare-up’ is over - but a second round still can’t be ruled
out. People are still talking, associating, trying to learn the lessons of the movement. We
should be doing the same.

Over the last three weeks a movement of significant scale has spread
across France. Its starting point was
the pension reform, now approved,
which broadly speaking raises the
pension eligibility age from 60 to 62.
Thursday October 28 was the latest
in a long series of days of national
mobilization called by the unions,
and after the sight of 3.5 million
of the French in the streets on the
previous occasions, for the first time
there was an impression of a movement in decline.
First from the figures: 2 million according to the unions; half as many
according to the police. But above
all reading the newspapers over
those days, which enthusiastically
proclaimed a “return to normality”
and a “falling level of mobilization”.
Yet even though the end of the refinery strike was declared yesterday, it
will take around 15 days to resume
production (and even the strategic
reserves seem to be running out);
various kinds of economic blockading action continue, university students seem finally to have decided
to enter the fray with occupations
and blockades planned for the next
week, and a new national mobilization day is scheduled for Saturday
November 6. In order to understand what is going on, then, a step
back is needed, with an attempt to
read the situation in a more global
context, firstly in terms of economic
restructuring and crisis and secondly
through the role of various and very
different actors. Because there is no
shortage of past comparisons: antiCPE, anti-LRU, and even earlier the

1995 unemployment movement and electricity sector, in front of schools,
as far back as May ‘68! But it’s clear at museums, up to the point of
that we are faced with something
numerous street blockades. But little
new, maybe signalling a new cycle of or none of this was mentioned in the
struggles, but surely, notwithstanding newspapers, which seem to prefer
many ambiguities, showing a series to concentrate attention on spectacof new elements.
ular events, particularly the refinery
strikes. And behind this a very clear
First there are the effective numbers strategy can be discerned. Give the
striking (which in few sectors eximpression that everything revolves
ceeded 20%). On the other hand the around these symbolic sites, and that
economic damage is real, with losses once these bastions are defeated the
for refineries alone at around EUR battle is lost.
100 million. Thus the weapon of the
strike seems to lose some weight. Thus this morning we read of the
And it should be noted that if on
end of the refinery strikes, the
one hand it is made less effective
return to normality. And who knows
by an economic context of heavy
whether this might actually work
segmentation and precarization
after three weeks on strike and the
resulting from 30 years of restructur-consequent exhaustion and ecoing, on the other the state seems to nomic hardship. At the same time,
have found new legal instruments though, while some unions try to go
to neutralize its effectiveness: the
home holding onto a few crumbs,
famous ‘requisitions’ (the Prefect, i.e. organizing the withdrawal and
the state, decides that for reasons already starting to talk about winof necessary service to the public ning support, perhaps something has
or the population some workers
broken in the routine of contestation
are obliged to return to work and of reforms, consisting of big national
are subject to fines or prison if they marches and counting strike percentrefuse) and the introduction of ‘mini-ages. Numerous ‘interprofessional’
mum service’. In other sectors, such assemblies have formed at local
as urban street cleaning, for exam- level, and networks of solidarity and
ple, the state simply turns to private co-ordination, strike funds and strugproviders.
gle assemblies are growing. An attempt to respond to the ever more
Thus it seems that the big days of
violent atomization in the world of
street mobilization really served to work through recomposition from
provide the base with legitimacy
below. It can’t be denied that these
to adopt other practices, more
are still minority phenomena, but it
widespread in these weeks, which is certainly a significant new developgo beyond the framework of union ment.
mobilization. In particular, economic
blockading in strategic sectors such However the response to this is well
as petrochemicals and transport.
organized and has various fronts and
But not only this. Blockading in the instruments, not least at union level.
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The end of the struggle was handled through secret-ballot assemblies, in which
there appeared to be an attempt to turn the strike into a personal question, no
longer struggle assemblies but counting of ballot papers, each according to his/her
own conscience.
But above all the media. Among participants in the blockades there were supposed to have been workers and casseurs, the violent and the unions, those with
legitimate grounds to struggle and those without. Divide and rule, the usual story.
Better to give an example of the atmosphere with a brief digression. During the
last march, towards the end, some demonstrators, many belonging to the big
unions, chased a group of police, shouting “police casseurs”. There has been much
talk of infiltration over the last few days, particularly with respect to a video circulated online showing a group of hooded youths smashing a window and a well
dressed man who, risking his safety to defend the window, fled after one of the
‘black bloc’ pretended to deliver a flying kick (the papers now call him ‘the ninja’).
There was a big debate over this video in the following days, in the course of
which it was suggested – with strenuous support from the institutional left – that
it was a question of police provocateurs. Consequently the next demonstration
was marked by the hunt for the police provocateur. Which leads one to wonder
whether next time anyone demonstrating in a sweatshirt a bit too dark will be in
danger of lynching. The lines are blurred, suspicion insinuates itself.
It is hard to say what will happen in the next weeks. But even if all this proves
to have been a momentary flare-up and now is the time to weigh the balance,
perhaps this movement has taught us something about a possible configuration
of future struggles, the bets to be made, the possible forms of organization, the
capacities and the instruments of the numerous forms of repression.
Finally let us remember that as of October 22 there were at least 2,500 people
Civil security members requisitioned
held by police and 1,700 arrests.
by the French government clean the
streets and pile up garbage in Marseille
October 20, 2010 on the ninth day of a
strike by rubbish collectors.
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JUSQU’ICI EDITORIAL 2
When the CGT-led strikes in the refineries and ports ended the movement lost its main
backbone. The journal Jusqu’ici [Up Till Now], founded at the ecscatic height of the movement at the end of October when petrol shortages were spreading all over the country, is
a fortnightly bulletin which reproduces notices of actions, pieces of analysis and personal
accounts from the movement all across France. The following, which showed up on the
second page of issue 2 (published on the 6th of November), tries to come to terms with
the CGT’s withdrawal. Jusqu’ici is available at http://jusquici.toile-libre.org/.
There’s no doubt that a certain
phase has come to a close. That of
the growth in power of the movement against the pension reform –
under the aegis of a tight-knit interunion co-ordination, with indefinite
strikes in different sectors, lycéen
demonstrations, and a generalised
focus concentrated on the blockade
of 12 refineries.
UP TIL NOW it all continues. The
numbers mount and descend, but
the determination persists. As we
put it in the last issue, “the blockade
units, whereas the new organisation
of work separates.” The collective tools of decision, of encounter
[liason] and of mutualisation appear and grow in consistency, out
of the spotlight. All over journals
and news-sheets dedicated to the
struggles, movement canteens, and
solidarity funds are springing up; the

AG of intermittent and precarious ones,
Toulouse, thursday the 28th of October.
Yesterday’s day of action once again
saw 100,000 demonstrators in Toulouse! Which the media didn’t like
much: they’d visibly received orders
to entomb the movement as quickly
as possible (symptomatic: in Toulouse we got the same treatment as
in Marseille: the number of participants was estimated at 15,000!) and
this after multiple efforts to discredit
us: the casseurs, the shortages, theblockaders, the battle of estimates,
the cost of the strike…

interprofessional assemblies start
If some strikers come and go from
to co-ordinate amongst themselves the movement, some others are
at the same time as they start to
fighting for things in their immediate
develop the confidence to undertake interests and are holding strong. On
action.
the question of wages, of conditions
of work or the threat of redunSure: as a text from Rennes undancy… All of which reveals that,
derlined, the participants in the
apart from the question of pensions,
blockades are extremely diverse
there’s something in the air.
(unionists, lycéens, students, the
unemployed, precarious ones etc) We’re continuing to grow, from
but few in number. These actions
day to day, in the meetings and the
are widely supported, without that discussions, in the differences which
support manifesting itself on the
rub each other up the wrong way or
pickets themselves. How should we try and wipe each other out, in those
proceed in order to continue the
wide smiles on a picket, in those
blockades, whose pertinence many ideas which astonish us and the pracperceive? Like a strike, blockades
tices learned. Once and for all.
require organisation and a constituency [écoute] in order to confront
all the different fears and obstacles.
What’s necessary amounts to the
construction of a veritable shared
culture [culture commune].

WE’RE BOUND TO
THIS MOVEMENT
All week there were economic
blockades, of which three took
place simultaneously yesterday in
Toulouse: 1000 people got together
just before the blockade of the Euro
entre distribution facility at 3 in the
morning!
This movement is a historic opportunity to organise a collective
resistance to this anti-social, racist,
autistic and arrogant governement
which week after week grows more
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and more revolting, and leaves us
too often totally impotent. Today
it’s possible to speak and to act.
This movement’s working itself out
around three “rhythms” [temps]:
the demos, the general assemblies, the actions. And these three
rhythms have their importance,
their effectiveness in the battle, they
constitute the struggle, a struggle
which isn’t wearing itself out.

Address to the
wage-earners, unemployed and precarious workers of
all the countries in
the European Union
The following manifesto, published
before the end of the CGT-led strikes
in the refineries which had for several
weeks raised the spectre of fuel shortages throughout France, remains of
interest for its serious attempt to outline
the background to the French context
(the anti-CPE movement, previous
pension revolts etc) but also to begin
to argue for an escape from what it
calls the ‘national ghetto’. Rennes has
been for several years at the forefront
of the various movements, especially
those anchored in the universities, and
this manifesto demonstrates a degree
of acuity and seriousness we think
warrants its circulation. That doesn’t
mean there’s nothing to criticise in what
follows; quite the contrary. The following
text is an adjustment of a translation
already circulated by participants on
assorted anglophone websites.
The ‘Marfin bank’ episode, referred to
in the text, was a disaster during the
Greek anti-austerity movement earlier
this year, in which a relatively ordinary
bank-burning on the fringe of a demonstration lead to the deaths of several
employees trapped inside. Naturally it
had a stifling effect on the movement
which is only now beginning to fade. A
good account from comrades in Greece
is available at Occupied London. http://
bit.ly/dx7HjI

We are precarious workers, wageearners, students or unemployed,
currently taking part in the struggle
against the pension reform by the
Sarkozy government which plans
to postpone the legal retirement
age and to extend the number of
years of contributions to be entitled
to a full pension. This measure will
lead to the worsening of the living
conditions of the precarious sections
of the population and a significant
advance of the reign of profit. This is

in line with the Thatcherite policies
pursued by the French government
over the last four years, as in most
European countries during the 20year reign of neo-liberal orthodoxy.
This politics of social regression
(privatisations, wage freezes, cuts
in the public sector and in social
spending) is all the more harshly felt
because of the 2008–2009 recession (and its trail of mass redundancies) which, far from leading to a
revision of the neo-liberal dogmas,
was able to justify a new round of
austerity plans at the expense of the
working class.
In many countries such as Greece
and Britain, governments no longer
hesitate to announce sharp cuts
in wages and pensions while they
spend tens of billions to save
banks. Everywhere, measures that
are beneficial to the bourgeoisie
are on the increase: “tax shields”;
ultra-precarious contracts under
which the employer’s exempted
from tax, when he’s not exempted
from wages too; simplified lay-off
procedures; restrictions on the
right to strike and criminalisation
of social movements. Everywhere,
they try to divert popular discontent onto scape goats: the Roma,
the Arab, the Unemployed-whodoes-not-want-a-job will be the
perfect culprits. Everywhere, this
Europe that was built on the myth
of a continuous social and cultural
progress, guaranteed by the institutions, is in the process of recreating
the unwanted proletariat it thought
5

-Some participants in the
general assembly of the
students of the University
Rennes 2, in the movement
of unemployed and precarious workers, and in the
inter-professional general
assembly of Rennes.
25 October 2010.
that it had assimilated. The peace
between the European countries
has as a two-fold side effect: the export of conflict aimed at the optimal
exploitation of resources outside
the continent; and the cooperation
of all the petty lords of the European economy against everything
that goes against its laws, whether
popular resistance or social welfare
schemes. At the same time as they
barricade themselves against migrants they continue to import that
part of the work force whose function is to carry out the work that
the “native Europeans” no longer
want, and to export industries that
can cheaply exploit the other part
of the work-force stranded on the
other side of the walls by the multinationals of Fortress Europe.
Against this disheartening situation, the events of the last spring
in Greece paved the way for a
counter-offensive on a European
scale. But the strategy of the trade
unions, timorous to say the least,
and the sudden halt in the revolt
caused by the tragic event at the
Marfin bank, postponed until now
the resumption of open conflict. As
for us, subordinates of France PLC,
since 2003 (the previous movement
against another pension “reform”)
we’ve gotten used to the strategy,
which was doomed to fail, of limited
“days of action” scattered in time.
After a month of conflict, the rank
and file of the unions is now in favour of an unlimited and generalised
strike. According to a recent poll,

the majority of the population wants
a “radicalisation” of the movement
in the face of an inflexible government. We all remember the movement of the students and high school
children of the spring of 2006, the
so-called “anti-CPE” movement,
which was partly successful, and
which established the economic
blockade as a form of struggle, in addition to striking and demonstrating.
In most big cities, at the same time
as universities on strike were blockaded and occupied for several weeks
and mass demonstrations regularly
ended in clashes, the strikers used
the tactic of blockading the roads,
the department stores, the train stations and the airports, as well as post
sorting offices and bus terminals.
At the end, the bosses union (the
MEDEF) begged one other “inflexible” government to show a flexibility
that would allow the resumption of
normal economic activities. The CPE
was withdrawn (but not the broader
law of which it was only a part).
Nowadays, it is not a coincidence
that the audacious experiments of

the 2006 movement appear as the
elemental modes of actions of the
most active tendencies in the struggle against the current government
project. In Rennes, the department
stores are targeted in every demonstration. The most resolute strikes
affect oil refineries and depots
among other things. The Marseilles
strikers, a true avant-guard of the
movement, paralyse the harbour
and impose on their city the rhythm
of the movement. The train drivers are also on the front line, and
the lorry drivers have joined the
movement. We know that the more
we trust our own force, the more
our joyful determination becomes
contagious. The images of the flying
pickets in Barcelona last September,
that forced all the shops to close
during the one-day general strike,
probably played a role in the will
to systematise these practices. We
know that in order to win, we must
be able to counteract the government’s current strategies, which
consist in waiting for the deterioration of the conflict and the use of
6

techniques of intimidation. This can
particularly be seen in the increase
in the police violence: several
young demonstrators badly injured
hundreds of arrests and outrageous
sentences (for example, prison
sentences for setting a bin on fire),
the use of truncheons and tear gas
to clear traffic blockades as a now
common practice. Added to this
use of violence, the right to strike is
totally disregarded (workers in the
petrochemical industry being requisitioned and threatened with harsh
sentences if they refuse)
In our opinion, what is now needed
is a massive use of the weapon of
economic blockade. By use of this
means, the unemployed and precarious workers who do not have
access to a stable and permanent
workplace can participate in the
pressure built up by “traditional”
workers against the dividends of
the bosses. Economic blockade, as
a technique to intensify the strike, is
nevertheless a means that is accessible to all. If a strike (of wageearners, of students, schoolchildren,

the “strike” by the unemployed
and precarious ones against forced
labour) frees up time and attention
from their ordinary subordination
to the economic circuits, economic
blockade makes it possible to use
fully the time that is thereby freed
for the disruption of these same
circuits, which are run by the powers
we’re fighting against, and to disrupt
them in a far more reliable way than
the peaceful demonstrations which
have absolutely no effect on them (
we should mention for example the
great business done by the fast food
industry during the “days of action”).
In an integrated economy, which
affects everything through its flows
of capital, commodities and information, the economic blockade allows
the generalisation of the impacts
caused by a strike that’s still limited
to a few sectors. What’s more, it can
create the possibility of encounters
between the strikers who come to
blockade a workplace and the wageearners of this same workplace who
are by this action encouraged to join
the movement. Striking itself can
be directly considered as a weapon
in the blockading of the economy,
which helps the movement to keep
going; and such a strike needn’t be
indefinite (it’s tough on workers to
strike for too long at once): go-slow
strikes, rolling strikes, strikes which
paralyze certain “key” sectors or
positions which can be supported
financially by workersin the others.
Clearly, the success of this movement, even if it’s only to be symbolic

or incomplete, can only come from
this: that each collective of struggle, each local union, each group
of militants, friends, colleagues,
parents, whether formal or informal, at the same time as it tries to
coordinate with others, gives itself
the liberty to constitute its own
flying picket. Such forms of availability to the struggle would be
totally compatible with moments of
slow-down when we could take the
time to organise materially, to share
a meal together, and to share ideas,
songs or experiences... In a period
in which the government does not
hesitate to use police intervention
or the threat of prison sentences to
break the picket lines and force the
resumption of work, the fact of being ready to move quickly, of being
able to gather as quickly as possible
in one point to constitute a mass
that cannot be flushed out, as well
as spreading to block the metropolis
at ten different places at the same
time, is in our opinion the only truly
coherent way to “become involved”
(to use the union slogan), the best
use of the time freed by the strike.
As we come closer and closer to
a fuel shortage, the question of
which are the priority targets for
the blockade seems already solved:
refineries, oil depots, roads and
rails, department stores, distribution
platforms. We’d also point out how
interesting blockades which contribute to the spreading of the situation
outside the national ghetto are. For
example, let’s think about tourism,

which constitutes one of the main
profitable economic sectors of our
museum-continent: luxury hotels
and restaurants, big cultural shows,
luxury consumption... It’d be interesting, too, to call on some parts
of the media to “deblockade” the
flow of information and give a voice
to those who are institutionally
deprived of one. Let’s think, too,
about the “business districts” of our
metropolis, which could spread to
all world the bad reputation of their
badly colonised “provinces”...
Belgian train workers, Castilian
steelworkers, Marsellaise dockers,
Greek couriers, temporary workers,
precarious and unwanted people
from everywhere, your struggle
is ours. Everywhere, we need to
respond with solidarity and in a coordinated way to all attacks coming
from any of our national oligarchs,
who are more or less in connivance
with European bankers and commissioners.
For the end of the counter-reforms
and austerity plans, for the improvement of our living conditions, for
a policy that welcomes and shows
solidarity to the migrants and
proletarians of all countries, let’s
create, everywhere, struggle committees, inter-professional general
assemblies, brigades of flying pickets
that are increasingly coordinated
beyond the borders. Let’s block
the Europe of capital, let’s open up
Fortress Europe, let’s get rid of all
the Sarkozys, Merkels, Barrosos and
other Berlusconis!

Unlimited general strike!

Economic blockade.
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Lyceéns, teachers, train drivers, refinery strikers:

“We’re all joined up.”
The following interview, from Jusqu’ici 1, retains a certain interest for its personal account
of the processes that were underway at the height of the movement. Jusqu’ici’s own introduction contextualises it pretty well. It follows.
Saint-Nazaire – with its shipyards, its refinery, and its social movement on the
cutting edge of the contestation of the pension reform. Jean-Marie Cosson, FE
teacher on strike, talks about the revolt at one of the last bastions of the worker’s
movement, where the entrance of the lyceéns into the movement was given an
ovation by “their fathers in blue collars.”

BASTA!: What’s the situation
at Saint-Nazaire?

What are the debates in the
general assemblies?

J-M Cosson: It’s still delicate. On the
7th of October, before the lyceéns
had even started to consider participating in the movement, some
hooded guys went into a lyceé and
smashed some windows. Bizarre…
The end of the demo on the 12th,
which had got 20,000 people together (Saint-Nazaire has a population of 70,000), didn’t go well.
The gendarmes fired teargas at the
lyceéns, even though their representatives had negotiated with the police
national to avoid things turning bad.
This time justice didn’t wait for many
years like it did for Chirac. Three
guys went straight to trial. Two got
two-month mandatory sentences.

During the general assembly at
Donges refinery, where 350 workers were present, the indefinite
strike was debated, with the understanding that they weren’t going to
re-vote the strike every 24 hours.
They decided to blockade the refinery until the 18th of October. In the
education sector, some voted for an
indefinite strike. Others didn’t support the idea of a strike for its own
sake, to stay at home and content
oneself with filling up the state’s
coffers by allowing it to withhold
wages. So it was decided to have
actions every day: we wanted to attack the sites of economic production to hit the wallet. We wanted
absolutely to avoid its coming about
that we found ourselves opposed to
one another, public against private.
It’s been 40 years that they’ve been
teaching us to be individualists.

How does the movement
organise itself between public
and private sector workers and
the lyceéns?
The general assemblies are held
per sector, and the co-ordination is
done systematically. For example,
on the 13th of October the lyceéns
blocked their establishments in the
morning. Then, the guys from the
shipyards organised a meet-up for a
general assembly. The workers from
Airbus, from the refinery at Donges,
the train drivers and the teachers
arrived. Followed by hundreds of
lyceéns who were given an ovation
by their fathers in blue collars. These
are the intense moments, where
one rediscovers solidarity. Lyceéns,
teachers, train drivers, refinery strikers: we’re all joined up.

movement would croak. Fed up
with marching! Especially since some
unions stopped saying the words
“general strike”.
What’s the role of the union
federations in the movement
at Saint-Nazaire?
Little wars between branches always
exist. So do contradictions between
what the national leadership say and
what goes on at a local level. We
ask ourselves sometimes why they
don’t get behind the movement
more firmly. (…) The movement
‘s federated itself between generations and between the different sectors. We don’t demand to
know each other’s union affiliation.
We don’t give a fuck! I’m in SNES
[FE teacher’s union]: that gives me
access to some information, but we
don’t show off our union cards.

What have you made of the
media’s treatment of the
Where’ve the blockades been? movement?
How have you been trying to
At the moment I often have an urge
extend the movement?
to turn off my television, because
I get so wound up by the bulletins!
What they say about the lyceéns is
unsupportable: always to hear this
discourse of ‘manipulation’, as if
they were incapable of thinking on
their own. When one proposes to
the kids that they become self-managed entrepreneurs at 16, that’s not
Did this convergence of strikes going to make anyone happy.
and sectors start up quickly?
The Donges refinery is blocked. The
guys help the twenty employees of
the petrol depot nearby to maintain
the strike pickets and to prevent the
police [forces de l’ordre] from occupying it. In the small businesses it’s
delicate. The guys daren’t …

(…) The unions called us into the
streets many times in quick succession. We told ourselves that if we
didn’t take the matter in hand, the
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Recorded by Ivan de Roy, for BASTA!

STRASBOURG: IT’S THROUGH
THE INTERPRO THAT WE GET TO
STUGGLE
The following text, from Jusqu’ici 2, is an account of the movement in Strasbourg (where a
series of university occupations took place in the early days) after the peak was reached.
The ‘interpro’ is a relatively new form or organisation in France, being made up of all sorts
of people (workers, students etc) who meet in public assemblies where the problems of
the movement are debated. Small - as the Jusqu’ici editorial pointed out above - but not,
as below may make clear, insignificant. The glossary (p.9) discusses them in more detail.
The university assemblies labourious and sclerotic for weeks now,
the mobilisation committees which
struggle to find the means for this
struggle, a little shrinking group of
people... Sure, there’d been a onenight occupation of the administration by a hundred students, which
had allowed amongst other things a
few (small) advances on the question
of the pay of temporary workers,
but the movement “didn’t take” at
the university of Strasbourg.
Still, for us students, it was a moment when the segregation of the
university was overcome: if we want
to do something, it’s with the people
mobilised at SNCF, in the lycées,
La Poste, the telecoms industry, the
primary schools or with the temps
and the unemployed. Each seems to
have a hard time in their own sectors
to put in place a dynamic of struggle.
So it’s in the “interpro” that we get
to struggle. If the actions of the last
weeks, regulated by the MJS, UNEF
or the CGT, often frustrated us, they
were also the occasion for improbable meetings (against the sectoral
barriers) and a shared experience of
struggle.
With the school vacations started a
series of interprofessional meetings
in the education sector, every evening at 6pm, to which a little group
of students, unemployed and waged
workers dragged themselves, in
order to see whether a radical struggle could get going here. A week of

action was organised, whose culmination was a brief occupation with
a brief occupation, by a hundred
people, of the Strasbourg office of
Malakoff-Médéric, in the tail-end of
the demo on Thursday. In practice,
the action had its limits: in the offices, if we mouthed off a bit, if we
knocked over a few filing cabinets,
we still behaved ourselves (an inhibition which owes a lot to the pacified
democratism to which most of us
adhere).

Up till now, even if the responses
undertaken issue from what’s routine (the questions too), a collection
of shared interests is starting to
emerge, and the positions are starting to flex.

We want to believe that, in these
assemblies, there’s more than a simple “situational alliance”, ephemeral
and fragile, as indeed was the case
for this week’s other actions: for example during the refinery blockade
at Reichstett with a hundred people
But what’s at stake’s elsewhere: all on Wednesday, which wound up,
week, the long discussions, more
on the way home, with a go-slow
than three hours sometimes, had
on the motorway, or equally during
largely left behind the administration a short blockade of the tram on
of actions for the sake of political
Tuesday morning, where solidarity
argument. No doubt because they in acts was rather lacking.
got together militants who, carded
The next morning, Friday, however,
or not, marked a certain distance
like the day before at Malakofffrom routine unionism. No doubt
too because we tried to construct Médéric, allowed us to take the
a veritable space for confrontation, measure of a certain determination,
with the permeable blockade of the
more than to ease tensions and
entrance of the European Space
to search at any price for a flabby
consensus. That demands to be reg- for Enterprise (where one may,
istered in the long run – that option notably, find MEDEF) with consequent disruptions on the motorway.
often treated poorly by the sense
of an emergency. What’s more, the There, a collective of struggle, a
force seemed to take shape – if not
fact that the vote was barely ever
among all the people present, at
used shows well that something
other than an aggregation of citizens least with a few – because even if
came about there. If the exchanges the disagreements were profound,
we know now that one may count
sometimes took on a theoretical
aspect, they were rarely abstract: it on one another. A new space
was a question of our relationship opened by the density of a moveto the media, to violence or to the ment which, perhaps, may not wind
unions, (to try and persuade them up with it.
to take actions that make sense).

Malakoff-Mederic is a complementary social services provider active in two principal areas: the management of private pensions [retraites
complementaires] and personal insurance. Guillaume Sarkozy (son of the well-known one), who’s the executive director there, will be in 2011
nominated as president of the advisory board of ‘Sevriana’ (the name’s provisional), a sister group which will offer pensions based on a private
capital investment fund. No need to paint the whole picture...
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LE FRONT COMMUN DES
CASSEURS

There’s a discussion of some of the jargon of the current French movement in the Glossary on the
back of this journal, including short accounts of the ‘casseur’ (‘hooligan’) and ‘lycéen’ (‘high-school
student’), which have been left untranslated in the following, which is written (incidentally) by a
small French anarchist theory group “electron libre”. It’s been a relatively prominent effort to deal
with an important tension in the past few weeks in France. Much to criticise, especially once the
rhetoric gets going. It’s invited. It stays interesting for us in the UK thinking about delegitimation.

It’s not unreasonable to offer a small
preamble: the form’s not the essence. So there’s no question here
of idealizing the practices for whatever they may be ‘in themselves’, but
to see them in an utterly particular
context.
Violence isn’t ever something to
romanticize, to idealize. It’s just necessary to every act of revolt, every
slightest revolutionary effort. And
not for anyone lead down through
the filth of authoritarian strategies.
One marks a nice difference with
this social movement in comparison
with its most recent precedents.
The entry of the lycéens isn’t being
accomplished in tranquil way: that’s
the least one can say. The radicalization isn’t lead by a minority for the
sake of the movement [en fin de
mouvement] but translates itself
directly into acts, and even these are

undertaken in a diffuse way. Reading
the notices from one of the last few
days gives us a precise, unequivocal
indicator: they’re confronting the
police, they smash, they burn, they
sack etc, whether in the big towns
or a little village. The contagion’s
there, the machine’s getting going.
And it’s there that a second specificity comes into play: the figure of the
urban youth of November 2005 –
who during the lycée movement of
2005 or during the anti-CPE movement of 2006 went on the demos
but not, really, with the same end in
mind as the demonstrators themselves (and, indeed, several “antagonisms” made themselves felt on that
terrain) – are finding themselves this
time on the same side of the barricades. A certain reconciliation is,
in effect, underway. This isn’t class
unity, but it’s a nice start to association. Which – the egg or the chicken
– provoked it? That’s not too
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interesting to know. What’s sure
is that two phenomena shall, from
now on, reproduce themselves: the
lycéen blockaders adopting more
offensive strategies (or at minimum
reactions); the urban youths, not all
of whom are necessarily disciplined
school-goers (it’s not interesting to
add nuance to or develop this point,
it’s not the basis of the argument)
coming to join the blockade or its
environs, to help out during/to take
advantage of the confrontations and
for that matter bring a few rocks …
and so it continues.
One meets with a series of acts of
violence where even the media, no
longer end up saying that the events
are uniquely due to “infiltrated casseurs”. And the teachers of lycées
recognize with compassion that the
casseurs are also their lycéens. Oh
shit! the figure of the barbarian’s
coming apart. We come across
interviews which didn’t leave any
doubt before but are always getting
more explicit: sure, they don’t want
the pension reform; but at the same

an immediate and pragmatic spirit,
and line our pockets.)

time they don’t give a shit about it.
It’s also – and above all – a great
pretext to throw up whatever’s in
one’s stomach, which one ordinarily retains for the most part. And as
certain lycéens say, that follows the
movement. I start to break stuff or
to chuck stones at the cops because
the others do it. And there’s no
doubt that that’s a fine act. Since
in general the same guys disport
themselves with much more docility towards the system (at school or
more generally.) They break, in the
end, a few of their own chains.
The significant difference here is
that it’s not a question of a chain
of reactive, violent events after, for
example, a police “blunder”, as was
perhaps the case in November 2005
or more recently in Greece. Rather,
an opportunity has been seized. And
even if one could say the same stuff
(the famous tale of the ‘pretext’)
when it’s a question of reactive riots,
one finds in this case a cute little
specificity: that reactive outbreaks
have more obvious reasons to try
and confront the direct cause: the
figure of the cop. Here, the cop isn’t
particularly the cause of the pension
reform. Even if he disposes himself
offensively/repressively during the
movement, it isn’t essentially for

In the current state of things it
makes no sense to mark out what
could serve effectively or not for
anything. A busted shop window or
a burnt out car have never changed
anything and won’t change anything
such as it is, that’s for sure. One
could justifiably say that these last
days give indicators for tomorrow,
be it in this movement or another.
More and more people have nothing to lose and more to gain from
seeing the world smashed. When
the majority of these people take
to the streets they will set to committing a series of actions with no
return. When it’s no longer 10 but
this, contrary to what the nice leftist 1000 windows put in, simultanedemocrats would have us think (the ously and without consultation –
famous “police provocations”), that everything shall have begun.
we want to fuck him up, him and
When’ll we get the first burnt
his colleagues. It’s a little personal
refinery?
vengeance for those who know the
-A free and revolting electron who
daily humiliations which put them
hopes for a very high-tension curin their place: those who protect
capital, the State, those who put the rent in order not to have to sleep at
night … too long.
bridle on us each day, those who
were authorized to put us away
PS: a note to the democratic
in the past and to smash today’s
conspiracy theorists: comrades, in
revolts. So it’s altogether sensible
order no longer to have any doubts
that the first reaction on seeing
whether or not there are cop-prothem isn’t to blow kisses or stage a
vocateurs who bust shop windows
sit-in in front of him, but to really go
and commit all sorts of violent acts,
at it. The more people turn up, the
notably around the Parisian black
better it’ll be.
blocs, next time get your hands on
an iron bar and bust it first. It’s the
But let’s not simply place the cop
only shock therapy which you have
at the center of everything. (As
available. Other than that you can
a little aside, the union stewards
still rejoin the ranks of the SO [?] or,
should receive their own dose of
the everyday…) The armed wing of further afield, those militant Stalincapital should definitely get a smack ists forming up. But pay attention,
you’re going to get one bang in the
in the face, but it certainly doesn’t
face, because even if we know that
end there. There’s stuff left over:
the SO don’t have cops embedded
what must be blown up, pillaged,
what must be burnt. Every material in their ranks (oh shit, yeah, there
thing which each day humiliates us are sectoral branches of cops and
in our efforts to live, all the frustra- prison guards in a fair few union)
tions and one way streets which this we also know that those guys have
cops well-embedded in their heads.
fucking society offers have to take
a few blows, get sent flying (which So they’ll be treated as such. Pigs to
may only mean that we should have slaughter.
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CAN DIALECTICS BREAK
PLATE
GLASS?
Thoughts on the 16th of October, what followed, and
the repression of the movement. Paris, November 16th

The following text, published collectively by a Parisian assembly, deals
with the unhappy events at Place
de la Bastille, where an occupation
of the opera there was liquidated by
the police with astonishing efficiency
which led many to speculate that
they’d provoked the whole thing in
the first place. It also touches on
‘comrade ninja’, so-called for having
been filmed launching a flying kick
into the back of a ‘good citizen’ trying
to stop a hooded guy from smashing
a window. All of them were widely
denounced as police, too.
After the arrests during the action on
the October 16th organised by the
“Strike-Blockade-Sabotage. First round,
we’re still going!” assembly, it was
decided collectively to write the following text.
In the current movement the strike’s
come up against certain limits. The
legislative enclosure of the ‘right to
strike’ - with the ’requisitions’ which
forced strikers back to work under
threat of jail, the minimum service,
and the ban on occupations – was
an effort to limit the effects of the
strike. The legalisation of the struggle’s least effective parts, and the
criminalisation of their most effective, is one of the methods used to
control it – even if the movement,
whenever it’s on the lookout for
a little more force or community,
doesn’t focus on these distinctions,
and finds instead that for it legality isn’t an impassable frontier, nor
illegality an end in itself.
The same thing goes for the demonstrations. Foremost amongst the
methods of repression are the route
negotiated with and controlled by
the police, the collaboration of the
union stewards and the care taken to
ensure that everything stays in order.
To try and escape from this tool is

to attempt to constitute a collective force, to reclaim for oneself the
street, and to depart from a simple
numerical assessment of the forces
in play. That’s what happened on
the evening of Saturday the 16th
of October, when a group of many
hundreds of people left the official
meeting-point to try and occupy
Bastille Opera, with the idea of disrupting the live transmission of the
performance and holding a general
assembly there. This sort of action
has taken place all over and forms
part of a general dynamic. As well
as that, we were trying to get out of
the institutional space left for demonstrations.

role is to discover the facts of the
case, before passing the dossier to
another judge to try the case. No
parallel in English adversarial law.]
they received a warning, with the
threat of being put back in jail “next
time”. Five of the eight who passed
before the judge were also bailed
conditionally.

What they’ve basically been reproached for is having taken part in
a demonstration instead of lying low
and staying home. Conditional bail is
a method of intimidation and isolation. It amounts to banning certain
people from frequenting certain
places, seeing certain people, having
a certain attitude. In short, it boils
As an outcome of this effort, 40
down to denying to those who are in
people were arrested and detained power’s sights the power to particiwithout charge. Detention without pate in the social contestation, on
charge [garde à vue] (automatically pain of imprisonment. Repression,
renewed for up to 48 hours) is used like always, bears down in different
by the cops as a punishment in itself. forms, fits itself out appropriately to
Of those 40 people, 8 were charged,destroy collective solidarities.
some for participation “in a group,
temporary or otherwise, for the pur-What warranted judicial intervention
pose of the preparation, character- against participants in this demonised by one or many acts (or actus stration was that they’d had a stake
in an action in the course of which
reus, ‘fait matèriel’) of voluntary
a few bank windows were smashed.
violence against people or of destruction of or damage to property The idea, well illustrated by the
[biens],” and violence against police. utilisation of the famous, recentlyAmongst those arrested were also passed “law against gangs,” is that
some guys who were already on bail mere participation in a meeting, a
[sous contrôle judiciare] for charges “crowd” or an action makes one
criminally liable for everything which
related to previous actions. Their
bail conditions banned them from happens. From all that, we can see
meeting each other: arrested togeth- pretty clearly that it’s the simple act
er that evening, they were accused of leaving the institutionalised spaces
and the habitual forms of organisaof having violated this obligation.
tion that’s being targeted.
The argument didn’t hold: they’d
been part of a group of hundreds of Let’s be clear: to take it out on a
people. Summoned by an investigat- symbol of capitalism by breaking the
ing judge [juge d’instruction, part
window of a bank isn’t unusual or inof Inquisitorial law: a judge whose comprehensible. Offensive practices

•
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such as sabotage or confrontations
with the cops form an integrated
part of yesterday’s struggle as they
do of today’s. But at the moment
one can see that repression doesn’t
only bear down on those directly
accused of leading these attacks, but
also on all those who rally around
them. These laws aim to render possible no actions but those supervised
by the stewards: actions where the
participants are forced to police
themselves, and where nothing can
ever take place. It’s all aimed at the
policing of our practices and our
spirits.
In the discourse of the police and
media the attack on a bank window
must have been the work of the
casseurs. This term, utilised exclusively with the aim of disqualifying
the practices of direct action, is a
totally artificial abstract category. It
smoothes out a complex social reality and drains it of all political content. Such practices become purely
asocial destruction, with neither
perspective nor sense.
When they say that the casseurs
“aren’t anything but rudeboys” or
when they imagine, as is often the
case today, that it’s a question of
undercover cops infiltrating the demonstrations, they show up at bottom the same basic reasoning: the
“casseur” is foreign to the struggle,
outside the movement.
It’s true that, for the past few years,
undercover cops have become less

and less afraid of coming right into slips the idea into the brain that it’s
the heart of demonstrations in order inescapable. They come to identify
to make arrests. It’s important not to the barrier of the legal with the field
tolerate them and, whenever they’re of the possible.
clearly identified, to drive them
This frenzy, this confusion, directly
off so far as it’s possible. But this
tendency has increased paranoia to feeds the repression: the cops were
such an extent that some see cops sent forth, the criminal brigade
everywhere. Surfing on the pervasive at their head, looking for the masked
mood of intrigue, the politicians or protagonists from the video – and
the unionists, such as Mélenchon and have already put away someone
Thibault, come out with a discourse accused of being one of them. (He’s
as old as Stalinism: everything which at Fleury-Mérogis until his trial on
the 6th of next December). In other
escapes them and that they can’t
control is accused of being manipu- towns too, for example in Nanterre
and Lyon, the obsession with the
lated by the cops.
casseur pushes the police to use
The hysteria amongst politicians and sophisticated means of investigation,
the media has grown around the
normally restricted to investigations
episode of “casseur Ninja” as he’s into organised crime, to find those
been dubbed by the press. Starting who’ve been in confrontations with
from the confused images diffused the CRS: high-resolution photos
through the internet, the most
from a helicopter, swabbing DNA
delirious theories have proliferated: from stones etc.
the action at Opera was organised
Thus, everything combines to turn
by cops, or in any case desired by
the chief of police [prefecture]; the each of us into our very own cop:
fear and paranoia, anxiety over the
journalists had already been stationed there to broadcast the images legitimacy of the movement, the reof violence on 20 Hours [television pression aimed at all those who want
news programme on France 2, like to get off the beaten track.
the BBC], etc. Under the cover of We’ve got to combat the
the conspiratorial mood the idea
paranoia and individualisation
reasserts itself that nothing violent caused by repression by orand illegal could have taken place
ganising ourselves collectively.
unless power was at the origin of
The next assembly for “First
it, or at least let it happen. They’ve round, we’re still going!” is on
convinced themselves so thoroughly Wednesday the 17th of Noof the absolute power of the state vember, 5-7-9 rue de capitaine
that the least act of revolt becomes Marchal, at 7 pm.
suspect. Social control is such that it

••

•

’Loi contre les bandes’: proposed by the UMP and passed last February, criminalising “participation in a violent band” with a possible sentence of one year in prison or a
€15,000 fine, with harsher sentences where measures were taken intentionally to conceal
one’s identity, notably with hoods.

••

Pun on BAC, ‘Brigade Anti-Criminalité’, an undercover police public
order unit which takes on the role in riot
situations of skirmishers (in the classic
military sense) in front of formal police
lines. They really do lead charges, as
well as move in nasty packs picking off
stragglers.
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GLOSSARY

ASSEMBLÉE
GENERALE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY: A well-established political form in France, the ‘general
assembly’ in practice takes many forms and performs many functions. A minimal
definition: an open assembly of everyone in a particular workplace, school, university or other social structure which – so long as it’s large enough – regards itself as
sovereign and its decisions as binding on the entire body from which it emerged.
It’s these bodies which constitute themselves to, for instance, vote in strikes or
other sorts of activity in the universities; the term may just as well apply, though,
to workers meeting to decide collectively whether or not to continue their strike.

ASSEMBLÉE
INTERPRO

INTERPROFESSIONAL ASSEMBLY: Ordinarily general assemblies are made up of
strikers from a particular workplace, organising for instance students at a particular faculty separately from the teaching staff, and certainly separately from post
workers down the road. Where it’s been necessary in the past ‘interprofessional’
assemblies have been held, getting together strikers from different workplaces and
so on. One major and rather new feature of the current movement is the widespread and spontaneous development of such assemblies, which have regrouped
much broader groups of people for political discussion and collective action. Some
of these have been enormous. As noted in the short extract from a communiqué
from such a group on p.2, 1000 people got together under such a rubric at 3am in
order to launch economic blockades towards the end of October in Toulouse. Still
they’re proportionally small and it’s hard to be clear about their significance: but in
experimenting with a mode of political contestation which is mobile, anti-sectoral
and flexible they’re experimenting with something serious. The Rennes ‘Address’
on page 3 argues for the generalisation of associated practices throughout Europe,
amongst other things.

BLOCAGE

BLOCKADE: Until 2006 ‘blocage’ meant the blockade of a particular workplace
on strike by strikers. In the course of the anti-CPE movement in 2006, experimentation generated a relatively new practice: economic blockade of society at large,
using strikes as a launching pad. In the current movement, after the CGT refinery
strikes (and their attendant blockades) visibly panicked the government by coming close to imposing fuel shortages, the refinery strike pickets – which had begun
to be attended by all sorts of people – began to adopt as their main objective
economic disruption, in an effort to deepen the impact of the refinery strikes.
In this way the ‘piquets volants’, flying pickets for the disruption of circulation and
production, were formed. A friend’s account - from the bulletin “FRANCE FALL”,
available on the LIENS blog - gives an idea of their character:
“All over France, but particularly in Rennes, the technique of piquets
volants (small groups scattered over city blocking activity, circulation,
transports […] and changing targets constantly) is more and more
frequent. Those ones, in Rennes, proved to be useful and all reports on
them are about the mixture of the crowd (unionist with non-unionists
with students with the unemployed with…) and the level of friendship
between people involved -in such groups, you clearly act as a group but
because the confrontations with police are not constantly high, there is
enough space for talks and people getting to know each other-.”
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CASSEUR

‘HOOLIGAN’?: Pervasive in French political vocabulary since at least the 2005 suburban riots, the term ‘casseur’ is a state weapon in a word. Derived from the verb
‘casser’, ‘to smash’, it has a shifting designation whose central function for journalists, liberals, the police and in fact every part of the state is to mark off ‘bad’ from
‘good’ protesters.In this respect it works in a similar way to the English ‘anarchist’:
an un-principled, rageful, barely-human and certainly abnormal creature whose only
interest is destruction – applied to anyone they fancy trying to exclude from any
possible public sympathy. So fighting off the designation, or reclaiming it, has been
a central concern for the movement in recent years; the article ‘Le Front Commun
des Casseurs’ is just the latest example. During the anti-CPE movement, the general
assembly of students at Rennes II, repeatedly targeted by such vocabulary for their
innovative deployment of tactics of economic blockade and riot, adopted the slogan
“NOUS SOMMES TOUS DES CASSEURS” – “ALL OF US ARE HOOLIGANS.”

DEMENAGER

RELOCATION:A tactic invented (perhaps?) during the CPE movement, and maybe
worth thinking about in the UK (although totally unreported this time, oddly.) An account from the brilliant document ‘Two weeks spent in Rennes’ follows. “One funny
action I participated in was to “demenage” a Quick restaurant. You just have to go
in and organise a relay to bring all the furniture out. This way it’s very quick and the
responsibility is shared between everyone. The funniest bit is the look of the customers and the workers (on that occasion, one of the workers tried to hold to a table
but quickly had to give up, while most of the others didn’t react). Then you can have
a nice time sitting on chairs and tables outside before continuing the demonstration.
This new way of disturbing the functioning of a place has been widely used in France
during the movement as it is a middle term between occupying a place (which can be
quite boring, especially when it’s an horrible place) and damaging it.”

LYCÉEN

Someone who attends a ‘lycée’, a post-secondary educational institution quite like
our further education sector. (It’s also split into technical and academic, etc.) The
lycéen movement in France is extremely strong and has played a major role in many
of the movements of the last few years, including providing a major impetus in the
current movement. The use of strikes, occupations and blockades has been common
up to now; a relatively new feature is their occasional participation in the interprofessional assemblies and economic blockades. The question of the make-up and role of
the lycée students remains to be worked out in detail, though. (One might ask: what
relation to the ‘casseur’?)
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